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Genealogy  of  the    Blount  Family. 


The  late  Gov.  Henrv  T.  Clark  considered 
this  the  oldest  of  North  Carolina  families.  No 
family,  he  believed,  whose  name  is  still  extant 
as  a  family-name  in  North  Carolina,  came  into 
the  Province  so  early  as  James  Blount,  who 
settled  in  Chowan  in  16r>9.  This  James 
Blount  is  said  to  have  l«een  a  younger  son  of 
Sir  Walter  Blount,  of  S^.Jington,  Worcester- 
shire, England,  and  a  Captain  m  Charles  I's 
Life  Guards.  His  Coat  of  Arms  engraved  on 
a  copper  plate,  which  he  brought  with  him, 
was  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants  until 
about  the  year  1840,  when  it  was  destroyed 
by  its  possessor,  the  late  James  B.  Shepard  of 
Ealeigh.  A  cut  of  it  is  given  above,  taken 
from  an  impression  of  the  original  plate. 

For  convenience,  the  family  may  be  divided 
into  two  branches;  the  descendants  of  James, 
the  Chowau  Blounts,  and  -'le  descendants  of 
bis  younger  brother  who  s- aled  about  CIioc- 
owinity  in  Beaufort    County,   the   Taw  River 


Blounts.  The  latter  is  much  the  more  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  family,  and  has  become  too 
extensively  spread  throughout  the  Southern 
and  South-Westeru  States,  to  be  fully  traced 
here.  This  brief  genealogy  is  complied  chief- 
ly from  the  family  Bible  of  the  Edenton  fam- 
ily of  Blounts.  and  from  a  Manuscript  by  the 
late  Thomas  H.  Blount  of  Beaufort,  and  is  as 
accurate  as  such  accounts  can  ordinarily  be 
made. 

THE    CHOWAN    BLOCXTS. 

James  Blount,  who  settled  in  Chowan  in 
1669,  on  a  tract  of  land  which  remained  in 
the  possession  of  his  descendants  until  the 
death  of  Clement  Hall  Blount  in  1842,  was  n. 
man  of  some  prominence  in  his  day.  He  is 
spoken  of  in  contemporary  documents  as  a 
member  of  the  Governor's  Council,  as  one  of 
the  Burgesses  of  Chowan,  and  as  a  leading 
character  in  the  infant  and  very  disorderly 
Colony.     He  left  one  son,  John. 

This  John   Blount  (I)  bornlCGQ:  died  1725, 


left  tea  children,  six  daughters  and  four  sons. 
Three  of  the  daughters  married  and  left  de- 
■ccndants  in  Hyde  County  and  about  Roanoke 
Island.  They  are  the  Worleys,  Midgets  and 
Manns.     The  sons  were  — 

I.  John  (11)  born  1706,  married  and  left 
three  sons  and  two  daughtei-s: 

(a)  James  Blount,  who  married  Ann  lialland 
and  left  three  children:  Clement  Hall  Blount 
(died  unmarried  in  134-2);  Sarah,  left  no  issue; 
and  Frederick  Blount,  his  eldest  sou  who  mar- 
ried Rachel  Bryan,  (nee  Herritage)  and  left 
among  others,  Frederick  S.  Blount,  who  moved 
to  Alabama  and  became  the  father  of  a  large 
family,  Alexander  Clement  Blount,  and 
Herritage  Wistar  Blount  of  Lenoir  County. 
.■    (b)  Wilson  Blount. 

.  (c)  Fredrick  Blount,  whose  daughter  Mary 
(died  1856)  married  Wm.  Shepard  of  New 
Berne  and  bore  him  Wm.  B.,  Charles  B.,  and 
James  B.  Shepard,  Mrs.  .John  H.  Bryan,  of 
Raleigh,  Mrs.  EBenezer  Pettigrew,  and  several 
others. 

(d)Elizabeth,  married  J.  B.  Beasley. 
-  (e)  Mary  married  Rev.  Charies  Pettigrew 
lat  Bishop  (elect)  of  X.  C.  and  left  two 
sons,  one  of  whom,  Ebenezer  became  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress;  married  Ann  Shepard  of 
New  Berne,  and  left  several  children:,  the  Rev. 
William  S.  Pettigrew,  General  James  John- 
ston Pettigrew,  Charies  L.  Pettigrew  and  two 
daughters. 

n.  Thomas  born  1700,  left  one  daughter 
Winifred,  who  married  Hon.  ,Whitn\el  Hill 
of  Martin.  Among  their  numerous  descendants 
are  Thomas  Blount  Hill  Esq.  of  Hillslioio'  and 
the  family  of  the  lute  Whitmel  J.  Hill  of  Smt- 
knd  Xeck. 

HI.  James,  born  1710,  left  two  daughters; 
(a)  Nancy  marriyd  Dempsey  Connor  (son  of 
Dempsey  Connor  and  Mary  Pendleton,  great- 
granddaughter  of  Governor  Archdale)  and  left 


one  daughter  Frances  Clark  Pollock  Connor, 
married  1st,  Joseph  Blount  (IH)  and  2nd, 
Wm.  Hill,  late  Secretary  of  State  of  North 
Carolina;  and  (b)  Betsy  who  was  married  to 
Jeremiah  Vail. 

IV.  Joseph  (I)  born  1715,  died  1777,  who 
married  1st,  Sarah  Darant,  bom  1718,  died 
1751, (a  descendant  of  George  Durant,  the  first 
known  English  settler  in  N.  C.)  and  left  only 
one  child  Sarah,  (bom  1747,  died  1807,)  who 
married  in  1771,  William  Littlejohn,by  whom 
she  became  the  mother  of  a  large  family,  well 
known  in  this  and  other  Southern  States.  Alter 
the  death  of  his  fii-st  w-jce,  Joseph  Blount  ( I)mar- 
ried,  (1752)  Elizabeth  Scarboro,  by  whom  he 
had(be3ides  one  son,  Lemuel  Edwards,  drowned 
at  sea  in  1778)  one  SD=n: 

Joseph  Blount  (H)  born  1755,  died  1794, 
who  married  1st,  (1775)  Lydia  Bonner,  and 
left  two  children: 

fa)  John  BonnerBBount,  born  1777, married 
Mary  .Mutter:  they  were  the  parents  of  Thomas 
M.  Blount,  late  of  Washington  city  (whose  s<->n, 
Maj.  Thomas  M.  Bloant  was  knlled  at  Malvern 
Hill),  of  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Blount,  .Mrs.  Henry 
Hoyt  and  Mrs.  James  Tread  well  of  Washing- 
ton N.  C.  and  of  Mrs.  Hetiry  ^L  Daniel,  of 
Tenn.  His  sons  Josejvh  and  John  died  with- 
out issue.  } 

(b)  Mary  born  1773,  married  William  T. 
.Mu3e,and  had  two  sons,  (I)  William  T. Muse,  late 
of  the  U.  S.  and  C.  S.  Navy,  who  mar- 
ried and  left  issue;  (?)  John  B.  .Muse.died  un- 
married. 

For  a  second  wife  Joseph  Blount  (II)  in 
1782,  married  Ann  Gray(born  1757,  died  1814,) 
daughter  of  Wm.  Gray  of  Bertie,  and  left  issue. 

(c)  Joseph  Blount  (HI)  born  1785,  died 
1822,"who  manned  (ISOS)  Frances  Clark  Pol- 
lock Connor,  and  left  one  son  Joseph  Blount 
(IV)  who  died  uuHj.sn-ied. 

(d)  Frances  Lee  jnarried  Henderson  Staiidin. 
left  one  son,  William  H.  Standin. 
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(e)  Sarah  Elizabeth  married  Thomas  Mor- 
gan but  left  no  issne. 

,  (f)  Ehzabeth  Ann,  (bom  1790,  died  1S69,) 
married  in  (1812)  John  Cheshire  (born  1769, 
died  1830,)  and  left  issue  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Blomit  Cheshire,  D.  D.,  Mrsj:.  D.  Macnair,of 
Tawboro,  and  Mrs.  James  Webb  of  Ilillsboro. 

(g)  Eleanor  Gray,  married  John  Cox,  left 
one  daughter,  Ann  B.  P.,  married  Willie  J. 
Epps  of  Halifax.       , 

THE   TAW    RIVER    BLOCXTS. 

A  younger  brother  of  James  Blount  of  Cho- 
wan, ie  thought  to  have  settled  on  Taw  or 
Pamplico  River  about  1673.  He  left  six  sons 
Thomas,  John,  James,  Benjamin,  Jacob  and 
Esau,  the  last  two  being  twins.  The  Tusca-' 
rora  Chief,  King  Blount,  a  valuable  ally  of  the 
whites  in  the  Indian  war  of  1711,  is  said  to 
have  assumed  that  name  from  his  attachment 
to  one  of  these  brothers.  Xothing  is  known 
definitely  of  the  descendants  of  any  of  the  sLx, 
except  the  eldest,  Thomas. 

This  Thomas  Blount  married  Ann  Reading 
and  left  four  sons,  Reading,  James,  John  and 
Jacob.  All  of  these  left  families,  and  from 
-ihem  are  descended,  no  doubt,  many  persons  of 
this  name  in  Beaufort  and  the  adjacent  Count- 
ies ;  but  we  can  trace  the  descendants  of  the 
last  named  only. 

Jacob  Blount  (born  17-26..  died  17S9)  was 
an  officer  under  Gov.  Tryon  in  the  battle  of 
Alamance;  a  member  of  the  Assembly  fre- 
quently, and  of  the  Halifax  Congress  of  1776; 
married  1st,  (1748)  Barbara  Gray,  of  Bertie, 
Bister  to  William  Gray,  mentioned  in  the  ge- 
nealogy of  the  Chowan  Blonnts;  2nd,  Mrs. 
Hannah;  Baker  (nee  Salter);  3rd,  Mrs.  .Mary 
Adams.  By  his  last  wife  he  had  no  children; 
by  his  wife,  Barbara  Gray,  he  left  among 
others — 

L  William  Blount,  bom  1749,  died  1800. 
II.  John  Gray  Blount,  bom  17.52,  died  1833. 
m.  Reading  Blount,  bom  1757.  died  1807. 


IV.  Thomas Blount,born  1759, died  1812; 

V.  Jacob  Blount,  born  1760,  died . 

By  his  wife,  Hannah  Salter,  he  left: 

VI.  Willie  Blount,  l.orn  1768,  died  1835. 
Vn.  Sharp  Blount,  born  1771,  died  ISIO. 
Of  these    William,    John     Gray,  Reading 

Thomas  and  Willie  became  prominent  and  di;- 
tinguished  men;  among  the  most    eminent    in 
^Torth  Carolii:a  and  Tennessee  for  their   high 
talents,  pubhc  spirit,    enterprise   and  wealth. 
Their  marriages  and  descendants  were  as  fol- 
lows: ■  '    .= 
I.  William  Blount,  (born  1749,  died  1800,)  a 
Member  of  Congress  in  1782  and  17SC;  of  the 
Constitutional   Convention  of   1787,   was   de- 
feated  for  the   U.    S.    Senate   by   Benjamin 
Hawkins,  on  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution in  1789;  appointed  by  Washington  in 
1790  Governor  of  the  Territorv-    south  of  the 
Ohio;     removed    to    Tennessee    and    founded 
the  city  of  Knoxville;wa8  chosen  one  of  the  first 
Senators  from  Tennessee.  In  1797,  he  was  ex- 
pelled by  a  vote  of  the  Senate. and  subsequently 
impeached  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
for  alleged  treasonable  practices  in   endeavor- 
ing to  incite  the  Indian  tribes  on  our  South- 
western frontier    to  hostilities  against  Spain. 
The  articles  of  impeachment  were  after  argu- 
ment quashed  in  the  Senate.     On  his  return 
to  Knoxville  the  Speaker  of  the  State  Senate 
resigned,    and     William    Blount'  was    unani- 
mously chosen  by  the  people  to  succeed  him 
in  the   Senate,  and  by  that  body  to   succeed 
him  in  the  Chair,  as  an   expression  of  popular 
confidence  and   affection.     His  death  early  in 
the    year   1800,    alone    prevented    hiin   from 
being  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee.  He  mar- 
ried  (1778)  Mary  Grainger,  daughter  of  Col. 
Caleb  Grainger,  of  Wilmington,  and  left  issue: 
I.  Ann  married  1st,  Henry  I.  Toole  (U)  of 
Edgecombe;  tQ  whom  she  bore  Henry  I.  Toole 
(HI),  and  Mary  Eliza,    married    Dr.    Joseph 
Lawrence:  she  mai-ried  2nd,  Weeks  Hadley,of 
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Edgecombe,  by    whom  she  had  several  child- 
ren. 

2.  Mary  Louisa,  married  (1801)  Pleasant  ^[. 
Miller  and  left  a  large  family;  one  of  her 
daughters,  Barbara,  married  Hon.  Wm.  II.  Ste- 
phens, late  of  Memphis,  now  of  Los  Angelos, 
California. 

3.  William  Grainier  Blount,  member  of 
Congress  from  Tennessee;  he  died  unmarried 
in  1827. 

4.  Richard  Blackledge  Blount,  married  and 
left  children  in  Tennessee. 

5.  Barbara  married  Gen.  E.  P.  Gaines,  left 
one  son,  Edmund  Gaines  of  "Washington  city, 
D.  C. 

6.  Eliza  married  Dr.  Edwin  Wiatt  and  left 
two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

-  n.  John  Gray  Blount  (I),  born  1752,  died 
1833,  in  his  youth  a  companion  of  Daniel  Boone 
in  the  early  explorations  of  Kentucky,  but  set- 
tled permanently  in  Washington,  X.  C.  He 
was  frequently  a  member  of  the  Assembly,  and 
though  not  ambitious  of  political  ofhce,  prob- 
ably the  most  influential  man  in  his  section  of 
the  State.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  largest 
land-owner  in  North  Carolina.  He  married 
(1778),  Mary  Harvey,  daughter  of  Col.  Miles 
Harvey  of  Perquimans,  and  left  issue: 

1.  Thomas  Harvey  Blount,  (born  1781,  died 
1850,)  who  married  1st:  (1810)  Ellen  Brown, 
by  whom  he  had  no  children,  2nd.  (1827) 
Elizabeth  M.  daughter  of  Jno.  Bonner  Blount, 
ofEdenton,  and  left  issue,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Elizabeth  M.  (Geer),  Polly 
Ann  (Hatton),  John  Gray  Blount  (III),  .Mary 
Bonner  (Willard),  Thomas  Harvey  Blount 
and  Dr.  Wm.  Augustus  Blount. 

2.  John  Gray  Blount  (II),  born  17S3,  "died 
1828,  married  Sally  Haywood  but  left  no 
issue. 

3.  Folly  Ann,  (born  1787,  died  1S21,)  mar- 
ried Wm.  Rodman  and  left  issue:  William 
Blount  Rodman,  late  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 


Court  of  Nonh  Carolina,  Mary  Marcia  Blount, 
and  Mary  Olivia  Blount  who  marri.ed  J.  G.  B. 
Myers. 

•4.  William  Augustus  Blount,  married  1st 
Nancy  Haywood  and  2nd  Xancy  Littlejohn: 
For  him 'and  his  family  see  post,  page  11, 
under  Beaufort  County. 

5.  Lucy  Olivia  (bora  1799,  died  1854,)  mar- 
ried Bryan  Grimes,  and  left,  issue:  .Mary, 
Annie,  Olivia,  and  .John  Gray  Blount  Grimes'. 

5  Patsy  Baker, bom  1802,  still  living  unmar- 
ried. 

in.  Reading  Blount,  (born  1757,  died 
1807,)  a  Major  in  the  Revolutionary  War; 
married  Lucy  Harvey,  daughter  of  Col.  Miles 
Harvey,  and  left  five  children: 

1.  Polly  who  married  John  .Myers  and  left 
a  large  family  in  Washington,  N.  C. 

2.  Louisa,  married  Jos.  W.  Worthington,  of 
Maryland. 

3.  Willie  Blount,  married  Delia  Blakemore 
of  Tenne,s.-ee. 

4.  Caroline  Jones,  married  Benjamin  Run- 
yan. 

5.  Reading  Blount,  married  Polly  Ann 
Clark,  and  left  one  son,  Reading  Blount. 

rV.  Thomas  Blount  (born  1759,  died 
1812),  an  officer  of  distinction  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, .Major  in  Col.  Buncombe's  Regiment.  Set- 
tled at  Tawboro;  was  frequently  a  member  of 
the  Assembly  from  Edgecombe;  a  member  of 
Congre.*s  for  several  sessions,  and  died  in 
Washington  City  in  1812.  "  He  married  1st 
Patsy  Baker;  2nd  Jack\-  Sumner  (afterT%-ardd 
known  as  Mrs.  Mary  Sumner  Blount)  daughter 
of  Gen.  Jethro  Sumner  of  Warren.  He  had 
no  children  by  either  marriage. 

V.     Jacob    Blount,    (born    1760    died ,) 

married  1st  (17>5'.^)  Ann  Collin;^,  -daughter  of 
Josiah  Collins  of  Edenton,  by  whom  he  had 
two  daughters. (a) Ann;  and  (b)  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Jno.  W.  Littlejvhn,  of  Edenton.  He 
afterwards  married    Mrs.    Augustus    Harvey; 
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but  had  no  children  by  the  second  marriage. 

VI.  Willie  Blount  (born  1768:  died  1835); 
went  to  Tennessee  in  1790  as  private  Secre^ 
taxj-  to  bis  eldest  brother  Gov.  "William  Blount; 
■was  elected  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
1796;  Governor  from  1809  to  1815.  He  raised 
on  his  private  credit  the  money  with  which  to 
equip  tlie  three  Tennessee  regiments  sent 
under  Andrew  Jackeou  to  the  defense  of  New 
Orleans  during  the  war  of  1812.  In  recog- 
nition of  his  eminent  public  services,  the 
State  of  Tennessee  in  1877  erected  a  mon- 
ument to  his  memory  in  Clarksville,  Ten- 
iiessee.  He  married  Lucinda  Baker,  and  left 
■two  daughters,  Mrs.  Dabneyand  Mrs.  Dortch, 
of  Tennessee.  For  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried the  widow  of  Judge  Hugh  Lawson 
White. 

■  Vn.  Sharp  Blount  (bom  1771;  died  1810,) 
married  Penelope  Little,  daughter  of  Col. 
George  Little  of  Hertford,  and  left  three  sons. 
(a)  William  Little  Blount,  (b)  Jacob  Blount, 


(c)  George  Little  Blount.  The  first  two  died 
without  issue.  George  Little  Blount  niarried 
a  Miss  Cannon  of  Pitt,  and  resided  at  Blount 
Hall  in  Pitt  County,  the  seat  of  his  grand- 
father Jacob  Blount. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  give  ibore  than  a 
summary  of  the  genealogy  of  this  extensive 
family.  It  is  hoped  that  the  above  is  sulh- 
cieut  to  enable  any  one  to  trace  the  connec- 
tions of  its  principal  branches. 

It  may  be  added  that  William  and  Willie 
Blount  were  both,  in  all  probability,  born 
at  Blount  Hall  in  Pitt  County,  and  not  in  Ber- 
tie, as  is  sometimes  stated,  and  as  is  inscnbed 
on  the  monument  erected  by  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee to  the  memory  of  the  latter.  There  is 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  their  father,  Jacob 
Blount,  ever  lived  in  Bertie.  Also  the  story 
of  the  absurd  inscription  on  the  stone  on  Mrs. 
Mary  Sumner  Blount's  grave  in  Tawboro,  is 
entirely  untrue. 
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The  Blount  family  in  ^Torth  Carolina  hzv.e 
beeu  distinguished  for  more  than  a  cent'jry  for 
integrity,  enterprise,  intelHgence  and  pp.triot- 
ism. 

According  to  a  genealogical  table,  prepared 
by  the  late  Governor  Clark,  this  family  was  uf 
English  origin,  and  figured  in  the  reigns  of 
Charles  I.  (1025,)  and  Cliarles  II.  (1660.J 
The  head  of  the  family  wascreated  a  Baronet 
in  1642,  as  Sir  ^Va!te^  Bloant. 

He  left  four  sons  and  four  dunghtcrs.  The 
younger  sons  sought  thrir  fortunes  in  America. 
From  thein,  this  family  can  be  clearly  traced 
in  distinct  lines  to  the  present. 

From  Sir.  "Walter  Blount  descended: 
I.  James;    came    to   ^urth    Carolina  about 
1664,  and  settled  in  Craven. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses, 
and  was  active  in  the  Culpepper  rebellion, 
which,  for  a  time,  held  and  controlled  the 
province. 

From  the  Bolls  OfHce,  in  London,  I  copy  a 
paper  directed  to  the  Lords  Proprietor,  "  con- 
cerning the  rebellion  in  Carolina,  from  1663  to 
16S7:" 


"The  rebellion  was  a  deliberate  contnvaace, 
snbverfing  the  govertiment,  dissolving  the 
parliaments,  imprisoning  the  lordship's  depu- 
ties, putting  the  president  of  the  onntry  in 
jail,  seizitig  and  ciirryiug  away  the  record.s, 
assumir.g  supreme  power,  convenirig  assem- 
blies, and  last  of  all,  a  most  horrid  and  treas- 
60uable  action,  erecting  courts  to  try  c-ases  of 
life  and  death  without^authority. 

"  Captain  Valentine  Bird, collector,  exported 
150,000  pounds  of  tobacco  without  paying  any 
dues.  On  hearing  that  Eastchurst  was  coruimj 
as  governor,  ami  Miller  as  collector,  he  took 
up  arms  vrith  the  rest  of  the  subscribt-rs  and 
opposed  Miller  on  his  first  landing,  and  drew 
his  sword. 

''  George  Duraat  contemned  and  opposed  the 
governor  with  a  rebel  rout. 

"  Captain  James  Blount,  one  of  the  deputy's 
assistants,  is  one  of  the  chief  among  the  insur- 
rectors.  i  wrote  to  him  and  the  other  bur- 
gesses of  Chow;;a  precinct.  "When  the  sheriii' 
camie,  he,  with  one  Captain  John  Vc-rnham, 
took  the  sheritt'  prisoner,  a:.d  raised  forces  to 
oppose  the  governor."*  

Sir  VTalter  E'onnt's  next  son  was: 
IL  Thomas  J  he  kid  rive  sons.  l=t,  Thomas,  who 
had  five  sons:  [a]  Thomas,  who  married  Eliza- 
beth Reading,  distinguished  in  the  Indian 
wars  170S:  {b)  James;  (c)  John;  {d)  Jacob 
and  (e)  Esau,  twins.t 

IIL  Thomas  (son  of  Thomas  who  married 
Elizabeth  Reading,)  had  four  sons:  {a)  Read- 
ing; (i)  James,  Captain  in  Seco;id  Co  nrii.en- 
ta!  regimeiit;  (■_■)  John;  (d)  Jacob. 

rr.  .Jacob,  son  of  Thomas,  was  at  battle  of 
Alamance,  1771;  a  member  of  the  provincial 
congress,  and  au  onicer  in  the  revolutionary 
war.  He  married  first  Barbara  Gray,  second 
Mrs.  Suiter,  was  the  progenitor  of  ths  family, 
had  ten  children,  viz: 

I.  William,  who  was  born  in  Craven  C'.-unty, 
in  1749,  n:arried  Miss  Granger,  of  "Wilniingtou. 
Elected  memberof  legislature  17S3,-'b"4;  of  the 
continental  congress,  17S2-S3- i?6-'S7;  in  the 
conventi'-n  which  formed  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  17S7;  appointed  govei'hjr  oi 
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territoiiei  <jf  Uiiited  States  west  of  Oiiio, 
1790;  set'.ator  in  oongress  from  Tennessee, 
1790;  expelled  fiuia  senate  in  1797;  niembei- 
of  the  convention  tliat  forme<I  state  constitu- 
tion of  Tennessee.  Die<l  in  Knoxville,  1810. 
He  left  one  son,  William  Granger,  who  was  in 
congress  from  Tennessee,  ISlo  to  1819,  and 
who  died  in  1827,  unmarried ;  and  one  daughter 
who  was  tile  first  wife  of  General  E.  P.  Gaines.* 

II.  Ann,  daugiiter  of  Jacob,  married  Ilenrj. 

III.  John  Gray  Blouut,  son  of  Jacob,  was 
born  1752.  .Married  Mary  Harvey;  he  was 
often  luember  of  the  legislature,  from  17S2  to 
1796,  from  Beaufort  County.  He  was  an  ex- 
tensive land  owner  and  explorer.  Often  the 
coDii.anion  of  Daniel  Boone.  He  died  in 
January,  1S33,  leaving  si.\  children,  viz:  (d) 
Thomas  Harvey,  son  of  John  Gray;  (i)  Jo!m 
Gray,  in  war  of  1812;  (e)  William  Augustus, 
(for  sketch  of  whom  see  Beaufort  County,) 
who  died  in  18G7,  leaving  a  sun  William,  and 
a  daughter  who  is  tlie  widow  of  General  L. 
O'B.  Branch,  resides  in  Ra!ei^-h;  (,Z)  Polly, 
who  married  Rodman;  (c)  Lucy,  who  married 
General  Grimes;  (/')  Patsy  Baker,  (uum.ir- 
ricd.) 

IT.  Louisa,  who  married  to  Richard  l-llack- 
ledge. 

V.  Reading,  who  married  Lucy  Harvey. 

VL  Thomas,  b;.rn  17-59,  died  1807,  was  in 
the  revolutionary  war,  sent  to  PZngland  a  pris- 
oner. Ho  was  a  meniber  of  the  k-gislature  from 
Edgecombe,  1798-'99,  and  a  member  of  con- 
gress in  1793  to  1799,  1805  to  1S09,  and  1811, 
and  1812.  He  died  at  Washington,  (without 
issue)  leaving  a  widow,  the  daughter  of 
General  Jethro  Ifurunor,  named  Mary  Sum- 
ner Blount,  who  died  near  Tarboro  in 
1822,  made  liberal  bequests  to  Christ  church 
in  Raleigh,  from  which  chiefly  funds  were 
realized  to  build  the  beautiful  stone  edi- 
fice in  that  city.  When  the  will  v\-as 
drawn,  fearing  that  religious  bodies  could  not 
•MSS.  letter  of  Iloaor.ible  Case  .Johnson. 


liokl  real  estate  against  tlie  claims  of  heirs  at 
law,  a  provision  was  inserted  that  in  case  of  a 
contest  over  the  devises  intended  for  Christ 
church,  of  Raleigh,  those  deviscsshould  vest  in 
Judge  Cameron  and  Dr.  Hooper  in  fee,  to  be 
disposed  of  as  their  consciences  miglit  dictate. 
The  marble  slab  nuirking  her  grave  had  been 
broken  by  the  fall  of  a  tree,  or  as  some  say,  by 
a  stroke  of  lightning,  and  the  vestry  of 
Christ's  church,  of  Raleigh,  determined  to 
replace  it,  but  these  praise  worthy  intentions 
were  frustrated  by  the  inexcusable  carlessness 
in  tiie  preiiaration  of  the  original  epita[ih.  It 
\s  verbatim,  as  t'oUows: 

■'  Sacred  to  tlie  memory  of 

Mary  S'jmn'er  dloi-xt 
relict  of  goni  thomas  Mount 
loni;  .1  rejiresentative  in  Congre 
ss  from  tliis  distiict 
and  daiightt-r  of  gen!,  jethro  Mount. 
Died  the  Isth  Dec  18J2  iu  her  4oth  yeivr" 

Mrs.  Blount's  father  was  General  Jethro 
Sumner,  n-)t  •'  blount."  It  must  have  been  a 
difficult  task  to  conipress  so  many  errors  in  so 
small  a  space. 

VIL  Jacob;  born  17G0;  married  Collins. 

VIII.  Barbara,  bom  1763. 

LX.  W^illie,  son  of  Jacob,  born  1763,  secre- 
tary to  his  brother  William,  while  goveniorof 
territory  west  of  the  Ohio.  Judge  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Tennessee  when  only  twenty- 
two  years  old,  and  the  Governor  of  Tennesse 
from  1809  to  1815,  (see  Bertie  County.)  As 
governor  he  tendered  to  the  United  States. 
2,500  volunteers  in  the  war  of  1812.  He 
died  near  Nashville,  1835,4eaving  two  daugh- 
ters; one  married  Dr.  J.  T.  Dabney,  and 
another  to  Dortch. 

X.  Sharp,  who  married  Penelope  Little,  of 
Pitt  County,  who  left  two  sons.  William  Little 
and  George  Little. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  present  a  genea- 
logical diagram  of  a  family  whose  niembers- 
have  been  distinguished  in  the  field,  on  the 
forum,  and  in  legislative  halls,  as  well  as  in. 
social  life. 

The  table  may  he  relie.l  upon,  as  it  has  been 
the  suijject  of  much  labor  and  research.  Their 
lives  and  offices  have  been  briefly  alluded  to, 
figures  and  dates  given,  leaving  to  other  hands 
the  pious  duty  of  commenting  in  detail  on  their 
•character  and  services. 


WHEELER'S  REMIN'ISCENCES. 
BEAUFORT  COUXTY. 


The  Blounts  of  Beaufort. 

As  early  as  1782,  General  John  Gray  Bloant 
represented  the  county  of  Beanfort  in  the 
Legislature.  He  was  enterprising  and  success- 
ful in  business,  and  a  large  land  owner.  His 
father  was  Jacob  Blount,  who  was  an  oiBcer 
at  the  battle  of  Alamance  and  in  the  Revola- 
tionary  "War.  Jacob  was  also  the  father  of 
Governor  William  Blount,  (for  sketch  of 
whom  see  Craven,)  who  was  Governor  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  of  Thomas,  who  was  a  volunteer 
in  the  Revolutionary  army  at  the  age  oi'  six- 
teeu,  and  commanded  as  major  at  the  battle 
of  Eutaw;  was  a  member  of  Congress  in  1793- 
'99  and  1805-'09,  and  died  at  Washington 
City  1812.  Jacob  was  also  the  father  of  Wil- 
lie Blount,  Governor  of  Tennessee  from  1809 
to '15. 

General  William  A.  Blount,  born  1794,  died 
1867,  was  the  son  of  General  John  Gray 
Blount,  and  was  well  known  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  much  esteemed  for  his  genial  quali- 
ties, his  extended  and  varied  abilities,  and  his 
public  services.  At  the  early  age  of  eighteen 
he  entered  the  army  of  the  United  States  as 
a  subaltern,  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  continued 
in  the  army  until  the  war  was  over.  Such 
were  his  faithful  services  that  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  captain.  .  - 

On  his  return  from  the  a"my  he  was  elected 
major-general  of  the  third  division  of  North 
Carolina  militia,  a  position  at  that  time,  in  the 
nnsettled  condition  of  our  affairs,  of  much 
distinction  and  responsibility.  His  next  pub- 
lic service  was  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
from  Beaufort  County,  in  1825,  and  such  was 
the  acceptability  of  his  course  that  he  was  re- 
elected in  1826  and  '27.  . 

When  in  the  public  councils,  he  advocated 
the  most  liberal  system   of  public  improve- 


♦  We  present  under  Craven  County  a  careful  and  elab- 
orate genealogy  of  the  Blount  family,  -which  v^Ul  we 
trust,  be  acceptable  for  reference  and  worthy  of 
study. 
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rueuts,  and  was  for  years  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Internal  Improvements.  He  was  the 
devoted  friend  of  public  schools,  and  for  a 
lon.^  time  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
[appointed  1825]  of  the  University;  its  steady, 
active,  and  consistent  friend. 

He  was  intensely  southern  in  his  whole 
course  of  life;  the  active  opponent  of  all  pro- 
tection and  class  legislation;  the  devoted  ad- 
vocate of  free  trade  and  the  rights  of  the 
States.  His  course  in  the  Free  Trade__Conven- 
tion  at  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  ablest  bodies 
that  ever  assembled  in  this  country,  proves  his 
ardent  devotion  to  principle. 

But  it  was  at  home,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
kindly  charities  of  life,  the  aftectionate  parent, 
the  obliging  and  aymphathiziug  neighbor,  the 
sincere  and  uucalculating  friend,  his  open- 
handed    charity — 

Charity  that  feels  for  another's  woes. 
And  bides  the  faults  that  we  see;— 

that  specially  marked  the  life  and  character  of 

General  William  A.  Blount. 

None  that  knew  him  (and  the  writer  knew 
him  long  and  well)  can  ever  cease  to  remem- 
ber his  genial  manner,  his  commanding  pres- 
ence, and  his  knightly  bearing. 

His  conversational  powers  were  unrivaled; 
though  often  incisive,  pointed  and  witty,  they 
were  never  coarse  or  oti'ensive.  These  quali- 
ties made  him  always  a  welcome  guest,  and 
"  the  flashes  of  his  wit  often  set  the  table  in 
a  roar."  ,  .  - 

Of  him  may  be  truly  said  as  Anthony  of  the 
noble  Brutus — 

His  life  w.is       -.tie;  and  the  elements 

So  mL\e<l  in  him        .c  nature  misht  hland  up 
And  say  to  all  t:     ■■orld,  this  was  a  Man. 

[Juliu3Ca;sar,  V,.=5.] 

He  was  twice  married;  first  to  Nancy  Hay- 
wood, and  second  to  Miss  Littlejohn.  By  the 
first  he  left  a  son,  Major  Wni.  A.  Blount, 
and  a  daughter,  Nancy,  who  still  resides  at 
Raleigh,  and  who  married  the  lamented  Gen. 
L.  O'B.  Branch. 


.U1;T  TALIILI  OF  AKDC\'2R, 
(Author  not  recorded) 
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;:  ^   BLUNT  GENEALOGY. 
Blunt'  had  two  sons : — 

3 — I.       WilUAM',  b.  about  1642.   Ste  below  (2). 

3 — 11.  Samuel',  b.  about  1647;  was  a  boat- 
man ot  lighterman;  lived  in  Charles- 
town;  m.  Anna  Fosdick  June  9, 
l6So;  shed.  Aug.  8,  1715,  aged  six- 
ty-two; he  was  living  in  1704;  had  six 


William  Blunt'  lived  in  Andover, 
1668-1709.  He  raarried,  first,  Elizabeth 
Ballard  at  Chelmsford  Nov.  n,  1668; 
and  she  died  July  n,  1689.    He  married, 

second,  Sarah ,  who  died  Sept.   11, 

1701.  He  died  April  3,  1709,  aged  sixty- 
seven. 

Children,  born  in  Andover : — 

4 — I.  ..  WllilAM^,  b.  Oct.  6,    1671.     See  below 

w- 

'5—11.     Samuel',  b.  Jan.  29,  1673;  <^-  J"'y  '8, 

18,  1684,  in  Andover. 
6 — III.    Marv",  b.  Sept.   2S,    :679;    m.    Henry 

Grey  May  3,   1699;    and-  was   living 

in  1704. 
7 — IV.    Hamburroucii',  b.  Sept.  J2,  1681.    See 

belmv  (7), 
.8 — V.     Batiisiirpaii',  b.  Nov.    13.    1684;    m. 

John  Lovcjny  May  12,  1703. 
9— VI,    ANNK",b.  April  23,  i687;d.  Oct.  25(?), 

1707. 
10 — VII.  Samuel',  b.  April  24,    1689;   husband- 
man ;    lived   in   Andover,    1714;    m. 
,....  Elizabeth  Dane  ol  Concord  April   lo, 

I7l2;«ndshe  was  his  wile  in  1714. 
'•    ,  They  sctllcd  in  I'lainficld,  Conn. 

4 
Wn.LiAM  BluntJ,  born  in  Andover  Oct. 
6,  1671.     He  was   a   husbandman,   and 
lived  in  Andover,  his  father  having    de- 
vised his  homestead  to  him.    He  married 

Sarah before   1699;  and  died  July 

■7,  1738,  aged    sixty-six.     She    died,   his 
widow,  Dec.  6,  1760,  aged  eighty-four. 
■     Children,  born  in  Andover : — 
II— I.  -.  David',  b.  Nov.   18,  1699.     See  below 

.H— n.     Sarah',   b.    May  — ,    1702;   m.,  first, 

■"  ''    ;  -■   Thomas  Cakes  of   Medford  Nov.  26, 

<'  '>'..'     '730;  «°d.  second, Leavilt  alter 

-  V.  ..c.-     1762. 

13— III.  John',  b.  in  1706;  H.  C,  1727;  clergy- 
man; pastor  of  church  at  New  Casile, 
N.  H.;  ordained  there  Dec.  20,  1732; 
m.  Sarah  Frost;  he  d.  Aug.  7,  1748, 
aged  forty-one;  and  his  widow  ni., 
secondly,  judge  Hill  ol  South  Berwick, 
Me.  - 

14-^-tv. -Jonathan',  b.  (alter  July)    170S;    cap- 

--..,-.    tain;  lived  in  Chester,  N.  H.;  had  a 

V     sawmill  there;  «vife   Mary  ;    and    was 

.      living  out  ol  the    Massachusetts    Bay 

■     Province  in  1762. 

IS— v.- Isaac',  b.  Nov.  5,  1712.   See  below  {is). 

16— VI.  Elizabbth*,  b,  Sept.  26,  1714;  m. 
Jonathan  Ames  of  Bojford  April  2o, 
1738;  they  Uved  in  Boxford  in  1769; 
and  removed  to  Londonderry,  N.  H., 
in  1770. 


17— VII.  Ebbnbzkr',  b.  March   S,    171 7;    living 
^  in  1762;    his    father    devised    to    him 
■"  land  at  Sheepscoat,  Me.,  and  at  Ches- 
"    ter  and  Freetown;  m.    Lydia   Francis 
-  in  1739. 

18 — VIII.  Ephraim',  b.  Feb.  5,  1 720-1 ;  ni.  Zer- 
viab  Abbott  Sept.  17,  1745;  his  fath- 
er devised  to  him  land  in  Chester,  N. 
H.;  and  he  lived  out  of  the  province 
in  1762.  He  was  of  Suncook,  N.  H., 
when  he  was  married. 

■        1  .     -     ■  --        -  •.. 

Hamburrouch  Blunt3,  born  m  Ando-' 
ver  Sept.  22,1681.  He  was  a  husbandman, 
and  lived  in  Andover.  He  married  Me- 
hitabell  Johnson  Jan.  11,  1705  ;  and  they 
were  living  in  .Andover  in  17 15.  They 
removed  to  Norwich,  Conn.  ; 

Children,  born  in  Andover:  — 

19— I.      Ann',  b.  in  1707;  m.  Downing. 

20— u.  EAJiNAH',  b.  (alter  July  24)  17101  m.' 
Cram. 


David  Blunt^,  born  in  Andover  Nov. 
18,  1699.  He  was  a  husbandman,  and 
lived  in  Andover,  his  father  having  de- 
vised to  him  the  paternal  homestead.  He 
married,  first,  L>dia_Fo3tcr  Feb.  14, 
1738;  and  she  died  May  5,  1731.  He 
married,  second,  Mary  Pearse  of  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.  (published  April  7,1739); 
and  died  April  21.  1752,  aged  fifty-two. 
His  estate  was  valued  at  ^908,  i8x.,  id. 
His  wife  Mary  survived  him,  and  died, 
his  widow,  in  1773. 
-  Children,  born  in  Andover  :— 
SI — I.      David',  b.  March  9,    1738-9;    d.    April 

11,  1729. 

22 — II.  Ltoia\  b.  April  6,  1 751;  m.  Thomas 
Abbott,  jr.,  ol  Andover,  yeoman,  Feb. 

12,  1756;  he  d.  March  29,  1775 ;  and 
-    .       she  d.  Nov.  10,  179S. 

J3 — III.  David',  b.  Jan.  n,  1740-1 ;  eldest  son  in 
■     '   ^  1764;  yeom.in;  lived  in  Andover ;  m., 

^■;  "•  ■  first,  Ruth  Tnv  ol  Wilminqlon  Dec. 
12,  17C9;  she  d.  Dec.  8,  1802,  nqed 
aged  filly-four;  she  m.,  second,  Mary 
Dclnp  (pub.  Aug.  — ,  1804). 

24— IV,  Wiluam',  b.  Oct.  6,  1743;  cooper; 
lived  in  Andover  in  1773. 


IssAC  BLUNT't,  born  in  Andover  Nov.  5, 
1712.  He  was  a  hatter  and  felt  maker 
and  yeomon,  and  lived  in  Andover.  Ke 
married,  first,  Mary  (Abbott),  widow  of 
Joseph  Chandler  of  Andover,  husband- 
man, April  8,  1746;  and  she  died  April 
20,  1760,  aged  thirty-five.  He  married, 
second,  Mary  (Kimball),  widow  of  Ed- 
ward Herrick,  Nov.  27,  1760.  He  died 
Jan.  6,  1798,  aged  eighty-six;  and  his 
wife  Mary  survived  him,  dying,  his  widow, 
March  27,  1801,  in  her  ninety-second 
year.  Mr.  Blunt's  estate  was  appraised 
at  ^S.858.63. 
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Children,  bom  in  Andover : — 
15—1.      Mary*,  b.  Feb.    14,    1746-7  ;    P"b.    to 
Jeremiah  Lcavitt  March  2,   1 771;  liv- 
ing in  1790. 
36—11.     Hannah',   b.    Sept.    25,    1748;    pub. 
to    Eira  Carter   of    Wilmington   July 

■  •    -  ■       — ,  «773;  ''"fg  '"  '790- 

17—111.  Sarah',  b.  Dec.  12,  1750;  pub.  to  Da- 
rid  Webster  ol  Haverhill  July  — , 
1774;  tn. Abbot  before  iSoi. 

a8-^tv.  Euv^VBTii',  b.  July  27,  1752;  unmar- 
ried in  1790. 

ag — V.  JOHN^,  b.  Jan.  31,  1756;  soldier  in  Rer- 
olution;  m.  Sarah  Eaincs  of  Wilming- 

■  /■  ton  Oct.  26,  1780;  his  father  derised 
,  .:'  '-  to  him  land  in  Amherst,  N.  H.;  lived 
.-    •;  •  V     In  Milford  d.ia  Nashua,  N.  II. 

30— VI.  ■  IsAAc\  b.  Sept.  12,  1757;  d.  Sept.  13, 
1757- 

31— VII.  .Abigah.',  b.  Oct.  6,  1762;  m.  Asa  Allen 
of  Barrington,  R.  I.,  Not.  i,  1781; 
and  lived  in  Andover. 

32— VIII. Anna',  b.  May  9,  1763;  m.  .Henry 
Holt  Jan  27,  1S03. 

33— IX.  Tabitiia',  b.  Feb.  7,  1765;  m.  Isaax: 
Holt,  jr.,  Dec.  6,11789  ;  and  was  liv- 
ing in  iSoi. 

34— X.     Isaac*,  b.   Sept.  26,    1776.     Set  telavi 

35— XI.   Mkhitabls',  b.  Jan.  4,  1769;  m.  Hen- 
■   T"    ly  Holt  June  22,  1790;   and  d.  Sept, 


•    - .  ■  •  -  34 

Capt.  Isaac  BluntJ,  bom  in  Andover 
Sept.  16,  1766.  lie  was  a  fellmaker  and 
halter,  and  lived  in  Andover.  He  mar- 
ried Ix)is  Phelps  Dec.  13,  1791;  and 
died  Oct  17,  1833,  aged  sLxty-scven. 
She  survived  hinr.,  and  died,  his  widow, 
Feb.  10,  1849,  aged  eighty-two. 
Children,  born  in  Andover: — 
36 — I.      Polly*,  b.  Dec.  25,  1792;  m.    William 

Durand  in  1818. 
37 — II.     Isaac',  b.    Nov.    25,    179S;   m.   Dolly 

Bumbam  in  1822;  and  d.  in  1859. 
38 — III.   Samuel  Phf.lfs',   b.    May   19,    17967 

"  major;"  lived  in  Andover  ;   m.   Fer- 

sis  Bodwell  in  1820. 
39 — rv.    Hannah',  b.  Nov.  ii,  1798;   m.   John 

C  Allen  in  1822. 
40— V.     Anna',  b.  in  iSoi;   m.  Sylvester  Stanley 

of  Wilmington  in  1S28. 
41 — VI.    Eliza',  b.  in  1S03;  m.    Henry   Javjuilh 

-     in  182S;  and  d.  in  1857. 
42— VII.  Joshua',  b.  ia  1S06;  probably  d.  young. 
43— viii.JoiiN  K.«,  b.  in  iSoS;    lived   in   North 

Andover;    m.    Abigail    Boardman  in 

1832. 
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